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ABSTRACT Despite what many would construe as massive political and legislative transformation, many South
Africans still inhabit what can be best described as a fragmented and discontinuous geographical and ideological
landscape. A case in point is the ‘township’ of Wentworth as a spatial and temporally situated example of a
community dispossessed. Wentworth is home to a historically disenfranchised Coloured community that holds to
an identity that is rich, in as much as it is complex and fraught. This paper works through excavating memory of
‘place’ and ‘people’ as shared through the narratives of residents of Wentworth, a so called ‘Coloured’ suburb in
Durban. It works through a social constructionist and interpretivist approach and proceeds through the narratives
of a sample group of thirty one participants. It excavates, through narrative inquiry, a sense of self as articulated
by the participants, through their experiences of living in Wentworth. Their narratives reveal that  many of them
still squat within fuzzily marked spaces delineated by a racial classificatory system framed by ‘White’ and ‘Black’
at either ends.

© Kamla-Raj 2014 J Soc Sci,39(1): 19-30 (2014)

PRINT: ISSN 0971-8923 ONLINE: ISSN 2456-6756

DOI: 10.31901/24566756.2014/39.01.03PRINT: ISSN 0971-8923 ONLINE: ISSN 2456-6756


